Inscribed Magical Artefacts - Overview

This is an overview of the five major groups of inscribed ancient magical artefacts from the archaeological record dating between the 2" century B.C.
and the 7" century A.D. The numbers are based on my research and database but it needs to be kept in mind that these can only be estimations since
it can be difficult - and in many cases impossible - to classify an inscription clearly as magical in contrast to, for example, as a prayer.
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Background: Papyrus London 121 (PGM VII) ® The British Library Board; Magical Gem, The J. Paul Getty Museum, 83.AN.437.54; Curse tablet, The J. Paul Getty Museum, 77.A1.97; Papyrus, © Oslo, University Library,
P.Oslo |, 4 (inv.-434); Lamella, British Museum, 2009,8042.1 © The Trustees of the British Museum, CC BY-NC-SA 4.0; Ostrakon: PVindob. K . O. 645, © Osterreichische Nationalbibliothek, Vienna, Austria
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